
Email: 6th July 2007 
 
Dear Cabinet Member Callaghan and Chief Executive Mike Cook 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Holly Lodge Residents Association (which is the 
registered Tenants and Residents Association for the Holly Lodge Estate). 
 
We have a number of serious concerns about fire safety on the Holly Lodge Estate 
and would like to request:  a) a written response to our concerns,  b) a meeting with 
Pat Callaghan and the council officers responsible for fire safety on our estate. 
 
Our concerns are: 
 

1. At the last fire safety assessment carried out on this estate, it was 

recommended that the fire exit doors on the roofs of the blocks should be 

locked and the bridges between the blocks be removed. We are strongly 

against these changes as they would block one of the main escape 

routes in the event of a fire.  We would like confirmation that the doors 

on the roofs will remain unlocked and that the bridges between the 

blocks will remain. 

 
2. Many of the doors on the estate are not fire safe because 

 

a) They are not on the required thickness or have defects 

b) They do not have a surrounding fire seal 

 
We would like an urgent inspection of all the doors on the estate to ensure 
that they meet the Fire Service’s recommended safety standards. 

 
3. A large proportion of the flats turned down an upgrade of their internal 

electrics during the Better Homes Work of 2009, which means that many flats 

have very old fuse boxes which we believe pose a fire risk.   We would like 

an urgent inspection of the internal fuse boxes in all of the flats of the 

estate. 

 
4. Many of the flats do not have communal smoke alarms. We would like 

smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors fitted in communal areas 

in all blocks. 

 

5. We would like fire alarms fitted in communal areas of all blocks. We 

would also like the fire alarms that have already been fitted in some blocks to 

be checked because we have received reports that they are too quiet (block 

89-101 Holly Lodge Mansions). 

 

6. Fire Hydrants. Although we understand that the fire hydrants are the 

responsibility of the Holly Lodge Estate Committee, we were concerned to 

discover  that when Fire Officers attended a recent residents’ event in  Holly 

Lodge Mansions, Oakeshott Avenue, (18 June 2017)  that the hydrant in this 

street was not working and the Fire Brigade could not get any water from 



it. We would like the council to ensure that all the fire hydrants on our estate 

are functioning correctly. 

 

7. We would also like to know the name of the person at Camden Council who is 

responsible for fire safety on our estate. 

 

8. We would like the council to consider fitting fire extinguishers in all blocks. 

 

9.  We would like the council to carry out white goods checks (PAT checks) in all 

flats on the estate.  

 

 
We would be grateful for the earliest possible response to our concerns.   We have 
copied this letter to our local councillors. 
 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Grace Livingstone 
Holly Lodge Residents Association 
Fire Safety Sub-Committee of  Holly Lodge Residents Association 
 
Andrea Westall – co-chair 
Rachel Russell  - co-chair 
Shannon Francis co-chair 
Holly Lodge Residents Association 
 
c/o Holly Lodge Residents Association 
Holly Lodge Community Centre 
30 Makepeace Avenue 
London N6 6HL 
 


