
HOLLY LODGE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
WEBSITE: www.myhlra.org   EMAIL: hollylodgera@gmail.com 

4th October 2017 

Dear Victoria, 

We discussed the matter of the ride-on mower damaging the York stone in the gardens between 

Holly Lodge Mansions and Makepeace Avenue at our last TRA meeting on September 18th. 

It was agreed that the TRA would formally write to you to request that the contractors are 

instructed to ensure that ride-on mowers are never driven over the York Stone pathways.  

We heard evidence that the York Stone paths are being damaged by the ride-on mowers. For 

example, the Camden contractor, Volker, stated in a walk-about in the gardens w/b 11 Sept 2017 

that the York stone foot-paths are not suitable for vehicles and that their use will further 

damage the paths. They suggested that at a minimum the garden contractors should use ramps 

to protect the paths.  

We recognise that you have spoken to the Area Engineer who has said the mower would be 

unlikely to impact the surface of the stone. We are not at all convinced that this position is correct 

as the paths are not designed for wheeled vehicles. 

There is also support for stopping the use of the ride-on mower from the Holly Lodge Estate 

Committee for both heritage as well as additional concerns, also expressed to HLTRA, about the 

vibrations caused to flats, the excessive noise pollution created, and recorded damage to trees.  

In addition to being part of a Conservation Area, the garden is designated a Local Green Space in 

the Highgate Neighbourhood Plan1, for its quality and importance to the community.  

The York Stone pathways are an important original heritage part of this space. The designation 

means that “They will be protected from the impact of development which would result in a loss in 

the quantity and quality of public green areas which are of particular importance to the 

community.”  

Given the status of this garden, could you also please let us know, or have assigned, a named 

liaison officer to discuss future development work so that we have a point of contact to be able to 

have full and comprehensive discussions about the future of the garden space.   

We do hope that you will respond positively to these requests, and by doing so contribute to 

conserving our unique Estate. 

With very best wishes, 

Andrea Westall (Co-chair, Holly Lodge Residents Association) 

Shannon Francis (Co-chair, Holly Lodge Residents Association) 

                                                           
1 http://www.highgateneighbourhoodforum.org.uk/plan/ (pages 49-51) 

 

mailto:hollylodgera@gmail.com
http://www.highgateneighbourhoodforum.org.uk/plan/

